February 10th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Thanks for your letter. I got is on Friday so it only took about a week to get here. I have spoken to that guy Sean another once or twice again though briefly. He is still looking up websites. He has also asked his boss for some information and is still waiting from him. But I will let you know when I get something. He also mentioned that his company will probably be in China for a couple of months from May doing aerial survey work. 

I wonder if you really needed your wisdom teeth out. Opinion is divided over this. I have not had mine out and though at times it has been painful as the teeth grow and push through the gum, there has been no major problems. Also, bleeding is quite a problem. In fact, some people have actually bled to death after having wisdom teeth out. 

You mentioned about the incident in Singapore and the country’s iron fist. It can take this tough action because it has a dreaded ‘Internal Securities Act’, which, among other things, can along for up to two years detention for no reason at all. And the Singapore government uses this to squash any dissent even from its own citizens. The Act was actually introduced by the British during the Malayan Communist Emergency in the 1950s before Singapore and Malaya got their independence. Although the Act was supposed to be temporary, both countries get it when they got independence. 

Your mentioned in your letter that you cannot get any bigger – does that mean taller or more muscular? I would say don’t worry as compared with the general population, you are not bad at all. But you are right to avoid taking steroids. I have been taking some of that whey powder you left behind. Two to four times a week usually after exercise with about one scoop each time. I am not sure what I expect from it. Anyway, at 1 scoop a time, the bottle is going to last for a very long time! Also you said you have to buy your uniform. I find that difficult to understand. I can’t see why the military cannot supply its troops with uniforms. 

Chinese New Year is nearly here. Holidays are from next Tuesday to Thursday. But a lot of people are on their way to China now. Most construction sites, for example, close down for a week so it is easier for people to travel. Yesterday, a lot of people were using the KCR to go to China. Yesterday afternoon, the cleaners left on the table a plate of red Chinese seeds, a few sweets and a laisee packet containing a chocolate ‘coin’. There was no note to say who it was from but as the laisee packet has “Harbour Plaza” written on it, I guess the hotel is sending them around. 

Another run yesterday. Again quite good though I was rather tired – I think from the run last week! That’s a bit of a problem; although I can do these hikes/runs and quite fast too (if I have no injuries), I do get more tired after them. Perhaps that’s a consequence of getting older! Anyway my run took me from Tai Po up to Lead Mine Pass, nearly to the top of Tai Mo Shan, down to Kadoorie Farm (which is on the road to Sek Kong) then the tough hilly Up-and-down hills to Fanling. Took 3 hr 41 min which is 17 min faster than last year. Must be close to my best; hard to tell as I used to start from Chinese University instead of from Tai Po. Also, wore your Marines cap for the first time. 

I mentioned in an earlier about the HK businessman was sent to jail in China for 2 years for smuggling 16000 Bibles into the mainland. Well he has just come back to HK for health reasons (Hepatitis-B) to serve out his sentence. Of course, part of the reason is too smooth things over before Bush visits China as this issue was going to be raised. 

Bird ‘flu is still a problem. Found on other farms in the New Territories as well, mainly in the Sek Kong and Sheung Shui areas. It has also been found on farms in China that send poultry to HK. From comments that have been made, it seems that HK may eventually be using just frozen chickens instead of fresh ones is the bird ‘flu continues to be a problem. On some pig farms foot and mouth disease has broken out though while this is serious for the animals, it is not a human health issue as the bird ‘flu is. One reason for these outbreaks is the poor quality of farming. It has been reported that 1/6 of all chicken farms have many more birds that they are allowed to have; crowding is one reason why the disease can spread readily.

You probably heard that Princess Margaret, the Queen’s sister, died yesterday. Also, saw a little on the opening of the winter Olympic Games. HK has sent three speed skaters though their standard is not very good. Also, they also speak very good U.S. English which makes me think that they are actually from overseas but have come back to HK for a short time just so they could qualify for the games. Also saw on the TV news about a big oil spill from a sea tanker in Gisborne, New Zealand where I grew up. (Remember we stayed in the camping ground at a beach and saw a seal which had wandered up!) Actually, just mentioned again now on the radio news. People from both NZ and Australia there now trying to manage the spill before the tanker breaks up. The oil has already polluted rivers, beaches and wildlife areas and created a stench over the city. 

That’s about if for now. Cheers.

Dad
PS: When I open my Internet connection I get a little box from Hotmail telling me there are letters in a mailbox 00 now there are over 200! Is this your mailbox or Nadine’s?
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